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The presentation focuses on the Finnish lottery and gambling cultures in the 18th and 19th century. A brief comparison to other European countries and especially to Sweden and the Netherlands will be made in order to contextualise the Finnish case.  From a juridical point of view, the period can be characterized as a very restrictive one ending in a total ban of all kind of gambling except lotteries in goods in the new criminal code of 1889. However, it was during this period that many traditions that still prevail in Finnish gambling cultures were born. 
According to Eeva-Liisa Lehtonen, fund-raising events at which money was collected for charity and other purposes became very popular in Finland in the 19th century. Lotteries were an essential part of these events. Interestingly enough, the Finnish clergy and the Evangelical Lutheran Church was divided in its attitudes towards lotteries, thus making participation in lotteries a less condemnable an action than might be expected. The role of women is also of interest here. Lehtonen states that organising lotteries for charity gave women a way to make their role more visible in their communities. Another question of current debate was the alleged popularity of especially Danish and German lotteries. Even though participation in foreign lotteries was banned, the lotteries advertised their draws in the Finnish newspapers. 
Class played a role in the organising and participation of lotteries, but especially clear the division between the social classes is in the contemporary fiction regarding gambling and lotteries. As all the other phenomena regarding gambling and lotteries, Finnish gambling fiction was influenced by international models. 
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