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This presentation explores the socio-ethical issues in legalized gambling. The key argument is that we may have a lack of consensus on ethical principles for gambling within society, and in the absence of such consensus we should rely on actual research evidence available from the U.S. and other countries. In the gambling debate, there seems to be three kinds of claims that are present in almost every discussion context. First, there are claims that are based on empirical research results. Second, there are quasi-ideological claims that while may be true, are so far without solid research evidence. Third, there are purely ideological beliefs resulting from changes in social values, fiscal interests and personal aspirations. In order to avoid polarized debate for and against legalized gambling, these should be recognized and their meaning for policy-making evaluated in detail. For example, casino gambling is often promoted due to its apparent ability to create jobs and generate tax revenues. This ability should, however, be compared with the impact of gambling on other fields of economy, such as taxation and economic development. In the U.S. some recent studies suggest that casinos tend to dampen the overall economic growth and reduce per capita income within the county they are located. There is also a notable difficulty on how to measure social costs associated with gambling. This results from the recognized limits of social science research methods, and complexity in measurement of human social problems. However, the uncertainty on how to measure the social costs associated with gambling should not prevent the evaluation whether there is a need for further research regarding this ever-emerging industry in question. I will end with remarks on whether the available research supports the proposition that gamblers externalize costs to others and whether the likelihood is that these costs are substantial.
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