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PER BINDE

Anthropology is a science of society and culture that covers the span between global patterns and local systems. In this presentation, I outline an anthropological perspective on gambling. In the macro dimension comparative anthropology offers an understanding of the distribution of gambling across the cultures of the past and the processes of social change promoting the adoption of gambling in societies where there previously was none. Anthropological exchange theory makes it possible to compare the various modes in which gambling can be integrated in economic systems and analyze how patterns of social meanings and moralities thereby are systemically generated. Religious traditions tend to either include or exclude gambling; in a comparative anthropological perspective on belief systems the former seems to be typical of polytheistic religions and the latter of monotheistic religions. In the micro dimension, participant observation is an indispensible method for uncovering the motivations of gamblers as well as the patterns of social interaction and cultural codes of gambling environments. Cultural symbols, ritual and myth mediate between the macro and the micro dimensions of human societies. In this semiotic, psychological and cognitive realm gambling emerges as an activity rich in symbolic meanings and with a high evocative power.
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